THE REFORM OF THE CLERGY

of the laity and were accustomed to a stricter discipline than
were the secular clergy, being collected together in security,
where it was easier to organize and supervise their life according
to rule. A few abbeys endeavoured to re-establish the ancient
rule of St. Benedict, and this is the sense in which the reform
should be understood - in the sense of a restoration or re-establish-
ment of the form. The example was set by the abbey of Cluny
in Burgundy, where the reform was carried out by a great noble-
man who had become abbot. He was gradually followed by a
growing number of monasteries, from which we may conclude
that the feeling of the people of France had grown favourable
to the partisans of reform.

Discipline was restored in the reformed abbeys according to the
rule of St. Benedict, supplemented by a reorganization of the con-
vents. Till that time every monastery had lived under an abbot,
who enjoyed full independence, having no connection with the
other monasteries, though subject to the same rule. The reformed
abbeys subordinated themselves, however, to that of Cluny and
transformed themselves into mere priories, of which the head, or
prior, was merely a delegate, subject to the abbot of Cluny. As
a body they formed a powerful community, possessing monasteries
and land ail over France, and even outside it, and directly
subject to the Pope. This was known as the Order of Cluny, or
Cluniac Order.

In the eleventh century, having reformed the regular clergy, the
reformers started trying to force the secular clergy to give up those
habits which made their life similar to that of the laity. They
discouraged the priests from taking wives, and the prelates from
going to war, and even tried to prevent them from receiving
bishoprics or abbeys as fiefs from the king, This led to a struggle
which lasted till the twelfth century and, in Germany and Italy,
took the form of a war between the Pope and the Emperor. It
was less violent in France, where the king was weak. It ended in
a compromise proposed by a French Pope, Calbrtus II, who had
been bishop of Vienne.

The documents of this period, being the work of ecclesiastics,

give us little information about the relations between the clergy

and the laity, and hardly a glimpse of the real religion of the people.

At that time the laity received no religious instruction; they had
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